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May 17, 1990
UM FORESTRY SCHOOL HONORS TWO ALUMNI 
MISSOULA —
Charles "Mike" Hardy and Edward Heilman of Missoula received 
University of Montana School of Forestry Distinguished Alumni Awards 
at the school's May 4 awards banquet.
Hardy, who earned a bachelor's degree in forestry in 1939, began 
his career in the Montana Office of State Forester. He then worked 
for the U.S. Forest Service, including stints with Montana’s Lolo and 
Deerlodge national forests and Idaho’s Kaniksu National Forest.
He also held several jobs at the Northern Forest Fire Laboratory 
in Missoula, among them research forester and fire control technology 
project leader. His research focused on topics such as fire-danger 
rating, prescribed burning and fire retardant chemicals.
After retiring in 1975 after 35 years with the Forest Service, 
Hardy wrote "The Gisborne Era of Forest Fire Research," "Chemicals in 
Firefighting" and "Aerial Application Equipment." He's also been 
president of the Missoula Kiwanis Club and Friends of the Mansfield 
Library.
Born in Butte in 1929, Heilman earned a bachelor's degree in 
forestry with honors in 1950. His Forest Service career included a 
number of jobs in California. He worked in fire control at the Tahoe 
and Shasta national forests and in timber sales in the Trinity
more
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National Forest and was a district ranger in the Cleveland National 
Forest.
Heilman also directed the National Fire Training Center in 
Marana, Ariz. He later worked in fire and aviation in Milwaukee, 
Wise., and in the Missoula-based Northern Region.
A fellow of the Society of American Foresters, he's been 
president of the Missoula County Park Board and Friends of the 
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula. In addition, he’s been active in 
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